
ONLINE COURSE WARNING 
ARE YOU CERTAIN THAT YOU ARE READY FOR AN ONLINE CLASS? 

Online classes may be either more difficult or easier for you depending on your learning style, personality, 
motivation, and other commitments. 

Not every student can effectively take advantage of the freedom and responsibility associated with 
learning within an online environment. Most of us would find learning easier in a supportive classroom 
environment with face-to-face encouragement, immediate instructional feedback, personal interactions, 
and group energy. Yet for many, the online option fits well and provides an alternative that, due to other 
factors, is the best educational fit. Compared to a standard classroom situation in which everyone is in the 
same room, at the same time, doing the same work, the online classroom has less direct contact and less 
immediate access to your instructor and less direct interaction with your fellow students. To achieve 
success in an online class, you must be significantly more self-motivated, assertive, and skilled in your 
ability to find your own answers and to study on your own. To a large extent, you must be able to 
generate your own enthusiasm and excitement about learning the material made available, especially 
when people around you (at home or elsewhere) are all doing something else. This is not to discourage 
you from “attending” an online course, but only to raise your awareness of the potential personal 
challenges which may be associated with successful online learning. 

IS INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM TO STUDY ON YOUR OWN, BENEFICIAL? 

Online classes offer you an alternative method for completing your educational requirements while 
maintaining a busy work schedule and meeting your other obligations. However, the freedom from 
immediate deadlines and the more flexible "work-at-your-own-pace" schedule requires that you be more 
disciplined and more accurate budgeting your time. It will take time for you to read and fully understand 
the information provided, write out questions for your instructor, and complete other online tasks. If your 
learning style is predominately verbal, you may find the online class particularly challenging, but not 
impossible. Science courses typically include large quantities of new information, and this will be too 
much to learn at the last minute, before some rapidly approaching deadline. It is essential and your 
responsibility to keep up with the class assignments and to fully participate in all activities. The ability to 
communicate by email and other Internet related methods allows you freedom to work whenever it is best 
for you. However, when you are working at your computer sending out your questions, discussion 
comments and/or assignments, other people including your instructor may be "elsewhere" at the moment, 
doing other important things. The same "independence" that works for you while planning your study time 
may seem to work against you when you are seeking immediate feedback. Recognize that you must be 
more "proactive" in seeking out positive interactions with your fellow students and with your instructor if 
you want to become involved in "class". 

IN A NUTSHELL, HERE ARE THE AREAS WHERE YOU CAN EXPECT A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE 
FROM CLASSES HELD ON CAMPUS: 

1. Reading – Classes held on campus rely very heavily on instructor verbal directions and 
presentations. For some classes, students can get by with just skimming over reading assignments. 
For online classes, although discussion boards and email communications (and on rare occasions, 
chat interactions) are possible and quite often used, they are no substitute for an on-campus 
interaction between an instructor and a class. Consequently, reading every word of online directions 
and assignments is essential. DO NOT permit yourself to skim read! 

2. Computer Literacy – Computers have become a major tool in all classes and for online courses; they 
are obviously a requirement. Consequently, online instructors will assume that students are computer 
literate, which generally means that the student is expected to be acquainted with various standard 
software packages and their operation, load new programs if necessary, establish and maintain 



Internet access, and handle any hardware needs as they arise. DO NOT expect the instructor to 
extend due dates because of problems you are having with your computer. 

3. Group Communication – Because of the lack of verbal interactions between students and the 
instructor found in traditional on-campus courses, online “discussion” is often accomplished through 
discussion boards, email, and chat rooms. Students should be comfortable communicating in these 
cyber-communication modes and should be aware of accepted standards in “netiquette”. In fact, there 
is a direct correlation between a student’s success in an online course and that student’s participation 
in cyber-communications. DO NOT underestimate the importance of contributing to online 
discussions. 

4. Timing – Students in an online course need to be more sensitive to assignment deadlines than their 
on-campus counterparts. The simple reason is that involved discussions require a significantly longer 
time (e.g., the assignment may be a group assignment or perhaps the student would like some 
questions clarified by the instructor). It may take as much as a day or two between posting a question 
and receiving a reply via a discussion board or email. And chat room discussions are usually not very 
convenient for the typical online student. DO NOT procrastinate! 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS CONCERNING THESE COURSE WARNINGS, PLEASE DO NOT 
HESITATE TO CONTACT THE INSTRUCTOR. 


